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stance of their ryots and their own souls in Europe to sharing the
happiness and miseries of those over whom they are called by
a higher Power to rule*
But the point at issue is not Western culture, The point at
issue is the medium of instruction. But for the fact that the only
higher education, the only education worth the name, has been
received by us through the English medium, there would be no
need to prove such a self-evident proposition that the youth
of a nation to remain a nation must receive all instruction includ-
ing the highest in its own vernacular or vernaculars, Surely, it is
a self-demonstrated proposition that the youth of a nation cannot
keep or establish a living contact with the masses unless their
knowledge is received and assimilated through a medium under-
stood by the people- Who can calculate the immeasurable loss
sustained by the nation owing to thousands of its young men
having been obliged to waste years in mastering a foreign lang-
uage and its idiom of which in their daily life they have the
least use and in learning which they had to neglect their own
mother tongue and their own literature? There never was a
greater superstition than that a particular language can be in-
capable of expansion or expressing abstruse or scientific ideas. A
language is an exact reflection of the character and growth of its
speakers*
Among the many evils of foreign rule this blighting imposi-
tion of a foreign medium upon the youth of the country will be
counted by history as one of the greatest, It has sapped the
energy of the nation, it has shortened the lives of the pupils, it
has estranged them from the masses, it has made education un-
necessarily expensive. If this process is still persisted in, it bids
fair to rob the nation of its soul The sooner therefore educated
India shakes itself free from the hypnotic spell of the foreign
medium, the better it would be for them and the people,
Toung India, 5-7-1928